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Governor Mike DeWine  
State of Ohio 
 
April 15, 2020 
 
Dear Governor DeWine: 
 
Thank you for your aggressive and intentional response to the COVID-19 outbreak to keep 
Ohioans safe and healthy. Your leadership has provided great comfort to me and my colleagues 
and family in an unprecedented time of uncertainty. I appreciate your swift response and am 
confident you will continue to act strategically to minimize the impact of coronavirus on Ohioans. 
 
Kids need camp. Human connection and belonging in an intact community have never been so 
important, particularly for kids whose lives have been massively disrupted by a collapse of the 
structure and systems that normally support them. Camp Joy has been creating those connections 
and building that community since 1937 – and we have no intention of stopping now.  
 
We need your help to get back to business providing children with critically important camp 
experiences. Please allow Camp Joy, and other camp organizations, to resume operations as 
soon as possible as necessary and early priority components of re-opening Ohio. Young 
people are less impacted by COVID-19 then other age cohorts, and a return to Camp Joy sooner 
rather than later begins the massive healing process our kids need and provides childcare for families 
who desperately need it1.   
 
At Camp Joy, we serve the most vulnerable kids each year with camp experiences in a safe 
nurturing natural environment so they can reconnect to themselves and one another, be free from 
worry, bask in kindness, have success on their own terms, and simply have fun. And the kids we



 

                            

 
 
serve are those who need us most: those 
who, but for Camp Joy, would not be able 
to attend camp at all because of financial 
hardship or physical challenges or the 
upheaval of foster care. 
 
We have necessarily shut our doors for 
the duration of the shelter-in-place order. 
But we haven’t shut down. A skeleton 
crew of Camp Joy staff are hard at 
work to ensure we can roar back to 
life, at your call, with the necessary 
safety precautions in place and gear in 
hand. It will not be easy but neither are 
the lives of our kids.  
 
We were delighted to welcome First Lady DeWine to Camp Joy in the summer of 2018 for a visit. 
It’s always a treat to share the joy and hope of our campers with visitors. We look forward to 
hosting her again (and you!) and sharing the nurturing and healing of Camp Joy.   
 
Help us return to Joy. We all need it now more than ever.  
 
Thank you and stay well. We all need you too. 

 
 
 
 

Jennifer Eismeier 
Executive Director 
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